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1778. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1778. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " 
The enemy returned 

into Philadelphia on Sunday last, having made a consider 

able hay forage, which appeared to be their only intention. 
As they kept themselves in close order, and in just such a 

position that no attack could be made upon them to advan 

tage, I could do no more than extend light parties along 
their front, and keep them from plundering the inhabitants 
and carrying off cattle and horses ; which had the desired 

effect."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " Our army are tenting 
themselves; they are almost worn out with fatigue, and 

greatly distressed for want of clothing, particularly the 

Vol. xiv.?22 (335) 
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article of shoes and stockings. The present mode of cloth 

ing the army will always leave us without a sufficient supply. 
The change in the Commissary department has been a very 

distressing circumstance ; the army has been fed from hand 

to mouth ever since Mr. Trumbull left it. Our operations 
have been greatly retarded from the situation of the Com 

missary department. The Quartermaster-General's depart 
ment also has been in a most wretched condition. General 

Mifflin, who ought to have been at the head of the business, 
has never been with the army since it came into the State." 

?General Greene to Jacob Greene. 

Although the necessities of the army demanded a speedy change in the 

quartermaster's department, it was not until the 2d of March that General 

Greene was chosen to be the head of it. John Cox, a well-known merchant 

of Philadelphia, and Charles Pettit, a lawyer of New Jersey, secretary to 

Governor Livingston at the time, were appointed assistants. The much 

needed change in the commissary department, however, did not take place 
until later. On the 9th of April Congress elected Jeremiah Wads worth, of 

Connecticut, commissary-general, and five days later adopted a plan for 

the management of the department, more liberal than the original one, 
which had induced the first commissary-general, Colonel Joseph Trumbull, 
to quit the department, and in its operation had nearly destroyed the army. 

The good effect growing out of the appointment of General Greene and 

Colonel "Wadsworth is particularly mentioned by Washington in a letter to 

the President of Congress, dated August 3, 1778. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " The letter you allude 

to, from the Committee of Congress and Board of War, 
came to hand on Saturday morning ; but it does not mention 

the regulations adopted for removing the difficulties and 

failures in the commissary line. I trust they will be vig 
orous, or the army cannot exist. It will never answer to 

procure supplies of clothing or provision by coercive meas 

ures. ... I shall endeavour, as far as possible, to carry the 

intention of Congress into execution, respecting the extra 

pay, and to prevent any from receiving it, who do not come 

under their description."?Washington to the President of Con 

gress. 
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As soon as it was determined that the army would go into winter 

quarters at Yalley Forge, Congress directed General Washington to inform 

the officers and soldiers that, in consequence of " their soldierly patience, 

fidelity and zeal in the cause of their country," one month's extraordinary 

pay would be given to each.?Journal of Congress, December 30, 1777. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge: "About the 15th of 

January, we had our huts nearly completed, and the men 

in comfortable quarters."?Diary of Joseph Clark, Proceed 

ings New Jersey Hist. Soc, VII. 103. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " We have taken a post 
on the west side of the Schuylkill, about twenty miles from 

the city [Philadelphia], and with much pains and industry 
have got the troops tolerably well covered in huts."? Wash 

ington to General Arnold. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " I am much obliged by 
your polite request of my opinion and advice on the expedi 
tion to Canada and other occasions. In the present instance, 
as I neither know the extent of the objects in view, nor the 

means to be employed to effect them, it is not in my power 
to pass any judgment upon the subject. I can only sincerely 

wish, that success may attend it, both as it may advance the 

public good, and on account of the personal honor of the 

Marquis de Lafayette, for whom I have a very particular 
esteem and regard."? Washington to General Gates. 

On January 22 Congress adopted a resolution that " an irruption be 

made into Canada, and that the Board of War be authorized to take every 

necessary measure for the execution of the business, under such general offi 

cers as Congress shall appoint." The following day the Marquis de La 

fayette, Major-General Conway, and Brigadier-General Stark were elected to 

conduct the irruption. This proposition, which emanated from the Board of 

War, of which General Gates was president, was without the knowledge of 

the commander-in-chief, the appointment of Lafayette being made for the 

purpose of detaching him from Washington. In this, however, the con 

spirators were disappointed, and finding they could not use the marquis, the 

expedition was abandoned. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " The disagreeable pict 
ure, I have given you, of the wants and sufferings of the 

army, and the discontents reigning among the officers, is a 

just representation of evils equally melancholy and impor 
tant ; and unless effectual remedies be applied without loss 

of time, the most alarming and ruinous consequences are to 

be apprehended."?Washington to a Committee of Congress. 

The above is the concluding paragraph of a lengthy paper (fifty folio 

pages) drawn up by the commander-in-chief for the use of a committee of 

Congress, then in camp for the purpose of consulting with him, in order to 

mature a new system of arrangements for the administration of the army. 
Committee : Francis Dana, Joseph Reed, Nathaniel Folsom, Charles Carroll, 
and Gouverneur Morris. The paper or memoir, prepared from information 

communicated by the general officers, exhibits in detail the existing state of 

the army, the deficiencies and disorders, with their causes, and suggests such 

changes and improvements as were thought essential. This formed the 

basis of the plan adopted by the committee, who, after remaining in camp 

nearly three months, returned to Congress. The report, containing the 

result of their proceedings and the new scheme of the army, was approved. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " Lord Cornwallis has 

certainly embarked for England, but with what view is not 

so easy to determine. He was eyewitness a few days before 

his departure to a scene, not a little disgraceful to the pride 
of British valor, in their man uvre to Chestnut Hill, and 

precipitate return, after boasting their intentions of driving 
us beyond the mountains."?Washington to Richard Henry 
Lee. 

Lord Cornwallis sailed from Philadelphia for England, December 19, on 

private business, but returned June 6, and took part in the battle of Mon 

mouth Court-House, June 28. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " For some days past, 
there has been little less than a famine in the camp. A 

part of the army has been a week without any kind of flesh, 
and the rest three or four days. Naked and starving as they 
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are, we cannot enough admire the incomparable patience 
and fidelity of the soldiery, that they have not been ere this 

excited by their suffering to a general mutiny and disper 
sion."? Washington to Governor Clinton. 

11 The situation of the camp is such, that in all human probability the 

army must soon dissolve. Many of the troops are destitute of meat, and 

are several days in arrear. The horses are dying for want of forage. The 

country in the vicinity of the camp is exhausted. There cannot be a moral 

certainty of bettering our circumstances, while we continue here."?Gen 

eral Varnum to General Greene, February 12. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " We have lately been 

in a most alarming situation for want of provisions. The 

soldiers were scarcely restrained from mutiny by the elo 

quence and management of our officers. Those who are 

employed to feed us, either for want of knowledge or for 

want of activity or both, never furnish supplies adequate to 

our wants."?John Laurens to Henry Laurens. 

"The unfortunate soldiers were in want of everything; they had neither 

coats, hats, shirts, nor shoes ; their feet and legs froze till they became black, 
and it was often necessary to amputate them. From want of money, they 
could neither obtain provisions nor any means of transport ; the colonels 

were often reduced to two rations, and sometimes even to one. The 

army frequently remained whole days without provisions, and the patient 
endurance of both soldiers and officers was a miracle which each moment 

served to renew. But the sight of their misery prevented new engage 
ments : it was almost impossible to levy recruits ; it was easy to desert into 

the interior of the country."?Memoirs of Lafayette. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " Baron Steuben has 

arrived [February 23] at camp. He appears to be much of 
a gentleman, and as far as I have had an opportunity of 

judging, a man of military knowledge, and acquainted with 

the world."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : Orderly Book.?" The 

Commander in Chief takes occasion to return his warmest 
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thanks to the virtuous officers and soldiery of this army, 
for that persevering fidelity and zeal which they have uni 

formly manifested in all their conduct. Their fortitude, 
not only under the common hardships incident to a military 

life, but also under the additional sufferings to which the 

peculiar situation of these States had exposed them, clearly 

proves them worthy of the enviable privilege of contending 
for the rights of human nature, the freedom and indepen 
dence of their country. The recent instance of uncomplain 

ing patience during the scarcity of provisions in Camp, is a 

fresh proof that they possess in an eminent degree the spirit 
of soldiers and the magnanimity of patriots." 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " I came to this place, 
some tim^ about the first of February [the 10th], where I 

found the General very well. I left my children at our 

house. . . . The General is encamped in what is called the 

Great Valley on the banks of the Schuylkill. Officers and 

men are chiefly in huts, which they say are tolerably com 

fortable ; the army are as healthy as can well be expected in 

general. The General's apartment is very small; he has 

had a log cabin built to dine in, which has made our quar 
ters much more tolerable than they were at first/'?Mrs. 

Washington to Mrs. Mercy Warren, Upham, I. 293. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : "I have every reason 

short of absolute proof to believe, that General Howe is 

meditating a stroke against this army. He has drawn, some 

say two thousand, and others twenty-five hundred, men from 

New York, who I believe are arrived at Philadelphia, as a 

number of transports have just past Wilmington in their 

way up the Delaware ; and reports from Newport say, that 

the garrison there had orders to be in readiness to embark 

by the 20th instant."?Washington to General John Cad 

walader. 
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" This conjecture as to General Howe's designs was doubtless without 

foundation. It does not appear from his letters, that he had formed any 

plans of attacking the American army at Valley Forge. As late as the 

19th of April, he wrote to the minister ; 
' The enemy's position continues to 

be at Valley Forge and Wilmington. Their force has been diminished 

during the course of the winter by desertion, and by detachments to the 

back settlements where the Indians make constant inroads ; but the want of 

green forage does not yet permit me to take the field, and their situation is 

too strong to hazard an attack with a prospect of success.' "?Sparks, V. 291. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 24. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " As it is not improper 
for Congress to have some idea of the present temper of the 

army, it may not be amiss to remark in this place, that, since 

the month of August last, between two and three hundred 

officers have resigned their commissions, and many others 

were with difficulty dissuaded from it. In the Virginia line 

only, not less than six colonels, as good as any in the ser 

vice, have left it lately ; and more, I am told, are in the 

humor to do so."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : Orderly Book.?" The 

Baron Steuben, a Lieutenant General in foreign service and 

a gentleman of great military experience, having obligingly 
undertaken to exercise the office of Inspector General in 

the Army, the Commander-in-Chief, till the pleasure of 

Congress be known, desires he may be respected and obeyed 
as such, and hopes and expects that all officers, of whatso 

ever rank, will afford him every aid in their power in the 

execution of his office." 

Frederick William Augustus, Baron von Steuben, a Prussian by birth, 
succeeded General Conway in the office of inspector-general of the Amer 

ican army, his real appointment dating May 5, five weeks later than the 

above-quoted order. His valuable services in improving the discipline of 

the army are too well known to need any comment. The following de 

scription of the condition of the army at Valley Forge, written by Steuben, 

shortly after his arrival in camp, is taken from Kapp's Life of Steuben : 
" The arms at Valley Forge were in a horrible condition, covered with rust, 
half of them without bayonets, many from which a single shot could not be 

fired. The pouches were quite as bad as the arms. A great many of the 
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men had tin boxes instead of pouches, others had cow-horns ; and muskets, 

carbines, fowling-pieces, and rifles were to be seen in the same company. 
The description of the dress is most easily given. The men were literally 

naked, some of them in the fullest extent of the word. The officers who 

had coats, had them of every color and make. I saw officers, at a grand 

parade at Valley Forge, mounting guard in a sort of dressing-gown, made 

of an old blanket or woollen bed-cover. With regard to their military dis 

cipline, I may safely say no such thing existed." 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " I must not omit to in 

form you that Baron Steuben is making a sensible progress 
with our soldiers. The officers seem to have a high opinion 
of him, and discover a docility from which we may augur 
the most happy effects. It would enchant you to see the 

enlivened scene of our Campus Martius. If Mr. Howe 

opens the campaign with his usual deliberation, and our 

recruits or draughts come in tolerably well, we shall be in 

finitely better prepared to meet him, than ever we have 

been."?John Laurens to Henry Laurens. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " I am happy to inform 

Congress, that General Lee will be out on parole to-morrow 

in place of General Prescott ; and I have every reason to 

expect, if the negotiation can be continued upon admissable 

terms, that his exchange will immediately follow the release 

ment of Colonel Campbell and t e Hessian field-officers."? 

Washington to the President of ,Ca gress. 

General Lee was exchanged, April 21,, or Major-General Richard Prescott 

of the British army, who had been ma<| 
e prisoner on the night of July 10, 

1777, at his quarters near Newport, R.I., by William Barton, lieutenant 

colonel, Rhode Island militia. At the time of his exchange (which was 

finally arranged at Germantown), Lee was in Philadelphia, and on April 

23, the day fixed for his reporting to head-quarters, the greatest preparations 
were made for his reception : " All the principal Officers of the Army were 

drawn up in two lines, advanced of the Camp about 2 miles towards the 

Enemy. Then the Troops with the inferior officers formed a line quite to 

head Quarters?all the Music of the Army attended. The General with a 

great number of principal Officers and their Suites, rode about four miles on 

the road towards Philadelphia, and waited till Gen1 Lee appeared. General 
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Washington dismounted & recd Gen1 Lee as if he had been his Brother. He 

passed thro the Lines of Officers & the Army, who all paid him the highest 

military Honors to Head Quarters, where Mrs Washington was, and here he 

was entertained with an elegant Dinner, and the music playing the whole 

Time. A Room was assigned him back of Mrs Washingtons sitting room, 
and all his baggage was stowed in it. Gen1 Washington gave him the Com 

mand of the right wing of the Army, but before he took Charge of it, 
he requested leave to go to Congress at York Town, which was readily 

granted."1?MS. of Elias Boudinot. 

MONDAY, APRIL 6. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " Mrs. Jones Mrs. 

Pleasants and two other Ladies connected with the Quakers 
confined at Winchester in Virginia waited upon me this day 
for permission to pass to York Town [Pennsylvania] to en 

deavour to obtain the release of their Friends."? Washington 
to Thomas Wharton, President of Pennsylvania. 

One of these ladies, Mrs. Henry Drinker, has left us, in her journal, a record 

of this visit to Valley Forge : " 
April 6, 1778.?Arrived at Hd Quarters, at 

about ? past one. We requested an audience with the General, and sat with 

his wife, (a sociable, pretty kind of woman), until he came in. A number 

of officers were there who were very complaisant, Tench Tilghman among 

ye rest. It was not long before G. Washington came, and discoursed with 

us freely, but not so long as we could have wished, as dinner was served, to 

which he invited us. There were 15 Officers, besides ye G1 and his wife, 
Gen. Greene, and Gen. Lee. We had an elegant dinner, which was soon 

over, when we went out with ye Genls wife, up to her Chamber?and saw 

no more of him. He told us, he could do nothing in our business further 

than granting us a Pass to Lancaster, which he did, and gave a letter to Is1 

Morris for T. Wharton."?Journal of Elizabeth Drinker, p. 93. 

MONDAYr, APRIL 20. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " There seem to be but 

three general plans of operation, which may be premedi 
tated for the next campaign ; one, the attempting to recover 

Philadelphia and destroy the enemy's army there ; another, 
the endeavoring to transfer the war to the northward by an 

enterprise against New York; and a third, the remaining 

quiet in a secure, fortified camp, disciplining and arranging 
the army till the enemy begin their operations, and then to 

1 General Lee rejoined the army at Valley Forge, May 20. His oath of 

allegiance to the United States, preserved in the Department of State, 

Washington, D.C., is dated June 9. 
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govern ourselves accordingly?which of these three plans 
shall we adopt ?"? Washington to General Greene. 

The letter, from which the above is an extract, was sent as a circular to all 

the general officers in camp, each of whom returned a written reply. 
a 

They differed widely in opinion. Wayne, Paterson, and Maxwell recom 

mended an attack on Philadelphia. Knox, Poor, Varnum, and Muhlenberg 
were in favor of an attack on New York. Greene thought it best for the 

main body of the army to remain at Valley Forge, but that an attack 

should be made on New York by a detachment of four thousand regulars, 

joined to the eastern militia ; that General Washington should command 

this expedition in person, and leave General Lee to command in Pennsyl 
vania. Lord Stirling was for operating against both New York and Philadel 

phia. Lafayette, Steuben, and Duportail had doubts as to the expediency of 

any attack upon the enemy, till the army should be strengthened and put in 

a better condition ; and they were inclined to adopt the third plan suggested 

by the commander-in-chief."?Sparks, V. 320. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " The enemy are begin 

ning to play a game more dangerous, than their efforts by 
arms (though these will not be remitted in the smallest 

degree), which threatens a fatal blow to the independence 
of America, and of course to her liberties. They are en 

deavoring to ensnare the people by specious allurements of 

peace. . . . 
Nothing short of independence, it appears to 

me, can possibly do. A peace on other terms would, if I 

may be allowed the expression, be a peace of war. The 

injuries we have received from the British were so unpro 

voked, and have been so great and so many, that they can 

never be forgotten."?Washington to John Banister. 

The above remarks were induced by the perusal of Lord North's Concili 

atory Bills, as they were called, copies of which had reached head-quarters 
on April 17. The Earl of Carlisle, George Johnstone, formerly governor 
of West Florida, and William Eden, the three commissioners appointed 
under their provisions, accompanied by Adam Ferguson, Professor of Moral 

Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh, as secretary, arrived in the 

Delaware River on the 4th of June. After the commissioners reached 

Philadelphia, Sir Henry Clinton wrote to Washington, requesting a pass 

port for Dr. Ferguson to proceed to Congress at York, Pennsylvania, with 

despatches. The request was declined (Sparks, V. 397), and the letter con 

taining it was forwarded to Congress. Not waiting for the result, the com 

missioners forwarded their papers to Congress, which were received on the 
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13th of June. Congress ordered a reply to be returned to the commissioners, 
in which, after expressing a readiness to make peace whenever the King of 

Great Britain should manifest a sincere disposition for that purpose, the 

President, Henry Laurens, added, "The only solid proof of this disposi 
tion will be, an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of these 

States, or the withdrawing of his fleets and armies." The commissioners 

remained in the country until October, and made various attempts, by art 

and by official intercourse, to gain their object. The reply of Joseph Reed 

to an offer of money and position, to induce him to exert his influence in 

behalf of the commissioners, is well known : " I am not worth purchasing? 

but, such as I am, the King of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it." 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : By order of Congress, 
observed as a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer. 

FRIDAY, MAY 1. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " With infinite pleasure 
I beg leave to congratulate Congress on the very important 
and interesting advices brought by the frigate Sensible. 

General McDougall and Mr. Deane were so obliging as to 

transmit me the outlines of the good tidings."?Washington 
to the President of Congress. 

" Simeon Deane, brother to Silas Deane one of the American Commission 

ers in Paris, was the bearer of the despatches containing the treaties between 

France and the United States. He came over in the French frigate Sensi 

ble, of thirty-six guns, which was sent by the King for the express purpose, 
and arrived at Falmouth (now Portland) in Casco Bay, on the 13th of April, 
after a passage of thirty-five days. He reached Yorktown on Saturday, the 

2d of May. Congress had adjourned till Monday, but the members were 

immediately summoned to assemble by the president, and the despatches were 

read."?Ford, VII. 2. 

SATURDAY, MAY 2. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : Orderly Book.?" The 

Commander in Chief directs that Divine Service be per 
formed every Sunday at 11 o'clock, in each Brigade which 

has a Chaplain. Those Brigades which have none will 

attend the places of worship nearest to them." 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : Issues an order for a 

grand military f?te and jubilee by the army, to celebrate the 
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conclusion of the treaty of alliance between France and the 

United States. 

" The treaties of commerce and alliance between France and the United 

States were signed on the 6th of February. The first meeting between the 

French Minister and the American Commissioners, for the purpose of nego 

tiating a treaty, was held at Versailles on the 12th of December. It was 

stated, in an article of the treaty of alliance, to be its direct end, {to main 

tain effectually the liberty, sovereignty, and independence, absolute and 

unlimited, of the United States, as well in matters of government as com 

merce.' "?Sparks, V. 325. 

THURSDAY, MAY 7. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : In pursuance of the 

order of the 6th, a day of general rejoicing in the army. 

At nine o'clock in the morning, Washington, Lord Stirling, Greene, 

and other general officers, with their ladies and suites, attended the relig 
ious services of the Jersey brigade. At half-past eleven the commander-in 

chief, accompanied by the general officers, reviewed the whole army at their 

respective posts, after which he dined in public, with all the officers of his 

army, attended with a band of music. " The entertainment was concluded 

with a number of patriotic toasts, attended with huzzas. When the General 

took his leave, there was a universal clap, with loud huzzas, which continued 

till he had proceeded a quarter of a mile, during which time there were a 

thousand hats tossed in the air. His Excellency turned round with his reti 

nue, and huzzaed several times." 

FRIDAY, MAY 8. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : A council of war, in 

which it was determined "that the line of conduct most 

consistent with sound policy, and best suited to promote the 

interests and safety of the United States, was to remain on 

the defensive and wait events, and not attempt any offensive 

operations against the enemy, till circumstances should 

afford a fairer opportunity for striking a successful blow." 

This council was convened by order of Congress. Present: the com 

mander-in-chief ; major-generals, Gates, Greene, Stirling, Mifflin, Lafay 

ette, Kalb, Armstrong, and Steuben ; and the brigadiers, Knox and Dupor 

tail. 

MONDAY, MAY 11. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge: Orderly Book.?"The 

General officers are requested to meet at Head Quarters at 
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11 o'clock tomorrow, a.m. that they may take the oath ap 

pointed by Congress in a Resolution of the 3rd of February 

last, which was published in the order of the 7th inst." 

" 
Resolved, That every officer who holds or shall hereafter hold a commis 

sion or office from Congress shall take and subscribe the following oath or 

affirmation : I do acknowledge the United States of America to be free, in 

dependent and sovereign States, and declare that the people thereof owe no 

allegiance or obedience to George the third, King of Great Britain ; and I 

renounce, refuse and abjure any allegiance or obedience to him: and I do 

swear (or affirm) that I will to the utmost of my power support, maintain 

and defend the said United States against the said King George the third, 
and his heirs and successors, and his and their abettors, assistants and adhe 

rents, and will serve the said United States in the office which I now hold, 
with fidelity, according to the best of my skill and understanding. So help 
me God."?Journal of Congress, February 3, 1778. 

MONDAY, MAY 18. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " A valuable detachment 

under the command of the Marquis de Lafayette, marched 

this morning, which is intended to move between the Del 
aware and the Schuylkill, for restraining the enemy's parties 
and procuring intelligence and to act as circumstances may 

require."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

SUNDAY, MAY 24. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " On the night of the 

19th the enemy moved out in force against the detachment 

under the Marquis de Lafayette, mentioned in my letter of 

the 18th, which made a timely and handsome retreat in 

great order over the Schuylkill at Matson's Ford."?Wash 

ington to the President of Congress. 

A graphic description of the affair at Barren Hill, about twelve miles from 

Valley Forge, on the opposite side of the Schuylkill, will be found in 

Sparks, V. 545. 

MONDAY, MAY 25. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " If any thing of 

greater moment had occurred, than declaring that every 
word contained in the pamphlet, which you were obliging 

enough to send me, was spurious, I should not have suffered 
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your favor of the 6th instant to remain so long unacknowl 

edged. These letters are written with a great deal of art. 

The intermixture of so many family circumstances (which, 

by the by, want foundation in truth) gives an air of plausa 

bility, which renders the villany greater ; as the whole is a 

contrivance to answer the most diabolical purposes. Who 

the author of them is, I know not."?Washington to General 

Henry Lee. 

In allusion to the " 
forged" letters, published in London in 1777, under 

the title " Letters from General Washington, to several of his Friends in 

the year 1776. In which are set forth a fairer and fuller view of American 

Politics, than ever yet transpired, or the Public could be made acquainted 
with through any other Channel." The letters, seven in number, were re 

printed at New York in 1778, and at Philadelphia in 1795, and again at 

New York, with other letters, in 1796, with the title : " 
Epistles, domestic, 

confidential and official from General Washington." The appearance of 

the latter publication called out a letter from Washington to Timothy Pick 

ering (March 3, 1797), in which he declared them to be base forgeries, and 

said that he had never seen or heard of them until they appeared in print. 
An interesting note concerning these letters, and ascribing the authorship 

to " John Randolph the last royal attorney general of Virginia, and long 
the ablest lawyer in the colony, who went to England in 1775," will be 

found in Ford's " 
Writings of George Washington," IV. 132. 

FRIDAY, MAY 29. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " That the enemy mean 

to evacuate Philadelphia is almost reduced to a certainty. 
It is as much so, as an event can be, that is contingent. 
Their baggage and stores are nearly if not all embarked ; 

and, from our intelligence, there is reason to conclude, that 

many days will not elapse before they abandon it."? 

Washington to Governor Clinton. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 5. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " What the real de 

signs of the enemy are, remains yet to be discovered. Ap 

pearances and a thousand circumstances induce a belief that 

they intend to pass through the Jerseys to New York."? 

Washington to General Dickinson. 

11 The enemy had resolved to evacuate Philadelphia as early as the 23d of 

May, and perhaps before. On that day General Clinton [who took com 
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m and on the 11th of May] wrote to Lord George Germain that he had 

determined to leave Philadelphia and proceed to New York with the whole 

army, as soon as it could be done. Orders for evacuating Philadelphia had 

been sent by the ministry, dated March 21, immediately after the French 

government had publicly declared, that a treaty had been made with the 

United States. Gordon says (History, Vol. III. p. 130) that the order for 

evacuation was brought out by the commissioners, and that it was a secret 

even to them. But the fact is, it was contained in the instructions to Sir 

Henry Clinton, as the successor of Sir William Howe, and was received by 
him several days before the arrival of the commissioners."?Sparks, V. 395. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : A council of war, in 

which among other questions proposed was, 
" If the enemy 

march through Jersey, will it be prudent to attack them on 

the way, or more eligible to proceed to the North Eiver in 

the most direct and convenient manner, to secure the im 

portant communication between the Eastern and Southern 

States ?" Nearly all the officers were opposed to an attack, 
on account of the inequality of force, but some thought it 

should depend on circumstances. Washington was desirous 
of attacking the enemy, but was obliged to yield to the force 

of circumstances. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 18. 

At Head-quarters, Valley Forge : " Half after eleven a.m., 
18 June. I have the pleasure to inform Congress, that I 

was this minute advised by Mr. Roberts that the enemy 
evacuated the city early this morning. ... I have put six 

brigades in motion ; and the rest of the army are preparing 
to follow with all possible despatch. We shall proceed 
towards Jersey, and govern ourselves according to circum 
stances."? Washington to the President of Congress. 

June 18. Orderly Book.?" Poor's, Varnum's and Huntingtons brigades 
are to march immediately under the command of Major-General Lee. The 

two Pennsylvania and late Conway's brigades to meet at 3 o'clock this 

afternoon, and the whole Army to march at 5 o'clock to-morrow morning." 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19. 

Leaves Valley Forge : " The enemy evacuated Philadel 

phia, on the 18th instant. At ten [?] o'clock that day I got 
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intelligence of it, and by two o'clock, or soon after, had six 

brigades on their march for the Jerseys, and followed with 

the whole army next morning."?Washington to John Augus 
tine Washington, July 4, 1778. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20. 

At Doylestown, Pennsylvania : " I am now with the 

main body of the army within ten miles of Coryell's Ferry. 
General Lee is advanced with six brigades, and will cross 

[the Delaware] to-night or to-morrow morning. 
... I 

shall enter the Jerseys to-morrow."?Washington to General 

Gates. 

The Doylestown of 1778 was a cross-roads hamlet, about ten miles from 

Coryell's Ferry on the Delaware (now New Hope), consisting of a tavern 

kept by William Doyle, and several small houses. Washington pitched his 

tent near the dwelling of Jonathan Fell, late John G. Mann's farm-house, 

just east of the present borough. The Doylestown of 1890, the county-seat 

of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, is a town of three thousand inhabitants. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21. 

At Doylestown : " The whole army is advancing to the 

Delaware. We have been much impeded by rain. The 

troops with General Lee crossed the river last night."? 

Washington to General Arnold. 

MONDAY, JUNE 22. 

At Coryell's Ferry (now Lambertville), New Jersey : " I 

have the honor to inform you that I am now in Jersey, and 

that the troops are passing the river at Coryell's, and are 

mostly over. . . . We have been a good deal impeded in 

our march by rainy weather. As soon as we have cleaned 

the arms, and can get matters in train, we propose moving 
towards Princeton."? Washington to the President of Congress. 

"June 22d, the whole army encamped near the new meeting house; 

having got word that the enemy were moving towards Trenton, the army 

marched next morning towards them, and encamped at Hopewell, the 

enemy having altered their route towards Monmouth."?Diary of Joseph 

Clark. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24. 

At Hopewell, New Jersey : A council of war, in which it 

was decided to attack the enemy. 

" 
Hopewell Township, New Jersey, 4 o'clock a.m., 25th June, 1778.?The 

enemy are now at Allen Town, about ten miles southeast of Princeton, and 

we are about six miles north [of] Princeton, so that the two armies are now 

about nineteen or twenty miles apart. We are now on the march towards 

them, and their movements this day will determine whether we shall come 

in close contact with each other. We have now very numerous parties 

harassing and teasing them on all quarters."?General Knox to William 

Knox. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25. 

At Kingston, New Jersey : " You are immediately to 

proceed with the detachment commanded by General Poor, 
and form a junction as expeditiously as possible with that 

under the command of General Scott. You are to use the 

most effectual means for gaining the enemy's left flank and 

rear, and giving them every degree of annoyance. All 

Continental parties, that are already on the lines, will be 

under your command."?Washington to the Marquis de La 

fayette. 

In the council of war held at Hopewell on the 24th, General Lee had 

been strongly opposed to attacking the enemy, and, when this measure was 

resolved upon, he gave up the command of the advanced divisions to 

Lafayette ,* but he afterwards altered his mind, and requested to be restored 

to the command. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26. 

At Cranberry, New Jersey : " Your uneasiness on ac 

count of the command of yesterday's detachment fills me 

with concern, as it is not in my power fully to remove it 

without wounding the feelings of the Marquis de Lafay 
ette. . . . The expedient I would propose, is, for you to 

march towards the Marquis with Scott's and Varnum's 

brigades. Give him notice, that you are advancing to sup 

port him, and that you are to have the command of the 

whole advanced body."?Washington to General Lee. 

Vol. xiv.?23 
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As Lee was the senior major-general, this gave him the command of the 

whole advance. Washington explained the matter in a letter of the same 

date to Lafayette, who accordingly resigned the command to General Lee, 
when the latter joined him on the 27th. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27. 

Three miles west of Englishtown, New Jersey : In camp 
with the main body of the army. 

About five o'clock in the morning of the 28th, Washington put the army 
in motion, and after marching to within three miles of Monmouth Court 

House, met the whole advanced corps under the command of General Lee 

retiring in the greatest disorder, and the enemy pressing upon their rear. 

Under the directions of the commander-in-chief, however, the troops were 

rallied and the enemy's advance checked. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28. 

At the battle of Monmouth Court-House : " Which from 

an unfortunate and bad beginning, turned out a glorious 
and happy day."? Washington to John Augustine Washington, 

July 4, 1778. 
u 

During this affair, which ended so well, although begun so ill, General 

Washington appeared to arrest fortune by one glance, and his presence of 

mind, valour, and decision of character, were never displayed to greater 

advantage than at that moment. The general and he [Lafayette] passed 
the night lying on the same mantle, talking over the conduct of Lee,1 who 

wrote the next morning a very improper letter, and was placed under 

arrest. He was afterwards suspended by a council of war, quitted the ser 

vice, and was not regretted by the army."?Memoirs of Lafayette. 

MONDAY, JUNE 29. 

Fields, near Monmouth Court-House: "About seven 

o'clock yesterday morning, both armies advanced on each 

other. About twelve, they met on the grounds near Mon 

mouth Court-House, when an action commenced. We 

forced the enemy from the field, and encamped on the 

ground. They took a strong post in our front, secured on 

both flanks by morasses and thick woods, where they re 

mained till about twelve at night, and then retreated."? 

Washington to the President of Congress. 

June 29. Orderly Book.?" The Commander-in-Chief congratulates the 

Army on the victory obtained over the arms of his Britannic Majesty yes 

1 See note, p. 363. 
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terday, and thanks, most sincerely, the gallant officers and men who dis 

tinguished themselves upon the occasion, and such others as, by their good 
order and coolness, gave the happiest presages of what might have been 

expected had they come to action." 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1. 

At Englishtown : " 
Being fully convinced by the gentlemen 

of this country that the enemy cannot be hurt or injured in 

their embarkation at Sandy Hook, the place to which they are 

going, and unwilling to get too far removed from the North 

River, I put the troops in motion early this morning."? 

Washington to the President of Congress. 

Washington fell back from Monmouth Court-House, after the battle, to 

Englishtown, about five miles to the westward. He left Englishtown on 

July 1, and reached New Brunswick on the following day, the army 

encamping on both sides of the Raritan River. 

FRIDAY, JULY 3. 

At New Brunswick, New Jersey : " The march from 

Englishtown was inconceivably distressing to the troops and 

horses. The distance is about twenty miles through a deep 
sand without a drop of water, except at South river, which 

is half way. . . . 
My present intention is to cross the North 

River at King's Ferry."?Washington to General Gates. 

July 3. Orderly Book.?" To-morrow [July 4th], the anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence, will be celebrated by firing thirteen pieces of 

cannon and a feu de joie of the whole line. The army will be formed on 

the Brunswick side of the Raritan, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, on the 

ground pointed out by the Quartermaster General." 

TUESDAY, JULY 7. 

At New Brunswick : " On Sunday morning, the left wing 
of the army moved towards the North River ; the right 
followed yesterday ; and the second line, which forms the 
rear division, is also now in motion."?Washington to the 

President of Congress. 

"The army moved from Brunswick by the following Stages:?1st, to 

Scotch Plains j 2d, Springfield ; 3d, Wardiston ; 4th, Aquackanonk ; 5th, 
Paramus ; 6th, Cakaryatt [Kakeate] j 7th, King's Ferry, where the army 
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crossed. Scott's and Woodford's brigades crossed July 17th. Next day 
Gen'l Scott's brigades proceeded on towards Croton's Bridge. Gen'l Wood 

ford's marched by Peekskill to above the village, where they lay till Mon 

day, July 20th, then followed after the army which had by this time got 
within 7 miles of White Plains. . . . 

Friday, 24th, the army moved down 

to White Plains and joined Gen'l Gates' army."?Diary of Joseph Clark. 

SATURDAY, JULY 11. 

At Paramus, New Jersey : " The left wing of the army 
is advanced four miles from this place, and nineteen miles 

from King's Ferry ; the other two divisions are moving after 

it, with proper intervals. The enemy, since quitting the 

Jerseys, have encamped in three divisions on Staten Island, 
New York Island, and Long Island."?Washington to General 

Arnold. 

The village of Paramus, at which Washington made his head-quarters 
until July 15, is in Bergen County, New Jersey, near the New York line, 
and about forty miles northeast of New Brunswick. 

SUNDAY, JULY 12. 

At Paramus : " The vote of approbation and thanks, 
which Congress have been pleased to honor me with, gives 
me the highest satisfaction, and at the same time demands 

a return of my sincerest acknowledgments. 
. . . The left 

wing of the army, which advanced yesterday four miles be 

yond this, moved this morning on the route towards King's 

Ferry. The right and second line, which make the last di 

vision, are now here, where they will halt for a day or two, 
or perhaps longer."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

" Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of Congress be given to general 

Washington for the activity with which he marched from the Camp at 

Valley Forge in pursuit of the enemy ; for his distinguished exertions in 

forming the line of battle ; and for his great good conduct in leading on the 

attack and gaining the important victory of Monmouth over the British 

grand army under the command of general sir H. Clinton, in their march 

from Philadelphia to New York."?Journal of Congress, July 7, 1778. 

TUESDAY, JULY 14. 

At Paramus : " I take the earliest opportunity to advise 

you, that I have been informed of your arrival on this coast, 
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with a fleet of ships under your command, belonging to his 

Most Christian Majesty, our great ally. I congratulate you, 

sir, most sincerely upon this event, and beg leave to assure 

you of my warmest wishes for your success. The intelli 

gence of your arrival was communicated to me last night by 
a letter from the President of Congress."?Washington to 

Count d'Estaing. 

This fleet, composed of twelve ships of the line and six frigates, with a land 

force of four thousand men, fitted out in accordance with the spirit of the 

treaty of alliance with France (February 6,1778), had sailed from Toulon on 

the 13th of April, but did not reach the mouth of the Delaware till the 8th of 

July. It had on board M. G?rard, the French Minister Plenipotentiary to 

the United States, and Silas Deane, one of the American commissioners who 

had effected the treaty of alliance. Count d'Estaing finding that the British 

had evacuated Philadelphia, sent up the French minister and Mr. Deane to 

the city in a frigate, and proceeded with the fleet to Sandy Hook, where he 

arrived on the 11th of July. In August he made a demonstration against 

Newport, R.I., which obliged the British to destroy six of their frigates 
and some smaller vessels lying there ; but the fleet was so shattered by a 

storm as to be obliged to refit at Boston. In 1779 he sailed to the West 

Indies, and in October of that year, in co-operation with the Southern army, 
under General Lincoln, attempted to recover Savannah, which had fallen 

into the hands of the British in December, 1778. The attempt was unsuc 

cessful, D'Estaing himself being wounded in the assault. The fleet reached 

France on its return in December, 1779. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15. 

Leaves Paramus: Washington moved the army on the 

15th to Haverstraw, New York, five miles below Stony 
Point (the western landing of King's Ferry), and on the 

following day visited West Point, fifteen miles up the river. 

On the 17th the troops began crossing the North River at 

King's Ferry, Washington passing over with the last division 

at about twelve o'clock noon on Sunday, the 19th. 

" 
July 16.?His Excellency the Commander in Chief visited West Point, 

to take a view of the works which are constructing there. His arrival was 

announced by the discharge of thirteen cannon, the number of the United 

States."?Thacher's Military Journal. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22. 

At White Plains, New York : " On Monday afternoon 

[July 20th] I arrived at this place, in the neighborhood of 
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which the right and left wing encamped that night, with 

the second line a few miles in the rear."?Washington to the 

President of Congress. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : " In justice to General 

Greene, I take occasion to observe, that the public is much 

indebted to him, for his judicious management and active ex 

ertions, in his present department [quartermaster-general]. 
When he entered upon it, he found it in a most confused, 

distracted, and destitute state. This, by his conduct and 

industry, has undergone a very happy change, and such, as 

enabled us, with great facility, to make a sudden move, with 

the whole army and baggage, from Valley Forge, in pursuit 
of the enemy, and to perform a march to this place. In a 

word, he has given the most general satisfaction, and his 

affairs carry much the face of method and system. I also 

consider it as an act of justice to speak of the conduct of 

Colonel Wadsworth, Commissary-General. He has been 

indefatigable in his exertions to provide for the army ; and, 
since his appointment, our supplies of provisions have been 

good and ample."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : " It is not a little pleas 

ing, nor less wonderful to contemplate, that after two year's 

manoeuvring and undergoing the strangest vicissitudes, that 

perhaps ever attended any one contest since the creation, 
both armies are brought back to the very point they set out 

from, and that the offending party at the beginning is now 

reduced to the use of the spade and pickaxe for defence."? 

Washington to General Nelson. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

At Head-quarters, White Plains : " I intend to place the 

whole [army] in such a position in a day or two, that they 

may either march to the eastward, or be within supporting 
distance of the posts upon the North River, as appearances 

may require."?Washington to General Sullivan. 
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Washington remained at White Plains until the 16th of September, when 

he moved the camp to Fredericksburg, then a precinct of Dutchess County, 
now a portion of Putnam County, New York. His head-quarters were at 

Patterson, a village almost due east from Newburg, and near the Connecti 

cut line. Washington was at West Point on the 19th of September, but 

whether the visit was made before or after reaching Fredericksburg we can 

not determine. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg : " The place I now 

date from is about thirty miles from the fort [West Point] 
on the North River; and I have some troops nearer, and 

others farther off, but all on the road leading to Boston, if 

we should be dragged that way."?Washington to John 

Augustine Washington. 

In the same letter Washington wrote : " There are but two capital objects, 
which they [the enemy] can have in view, except the defeat and dispersion 
of this army ; and those are the possession of the fortifications in the High 

lands, by which the communication between the eastern and southern States 

would be cut off, and the destruction of the French fleet at Boston. ... I 

have, therefore, in order to do the best that the nature of the case will admit, 

strengthened the works, and reinforced the garrison in the Highlands, and 

thrown the army into such positions, as to move eastward or westward, as 

circumstances may require." 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg: "Immediately after 

my removal from the White Plains to this ground, the 

enemy threw a body of troops into the Jerseys; but for 

what purpose, unless to make a grand forage, I have not 

been able yet to learn."? Washington to the Marquis de La 

fayette. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At Fishkill, New York : " The enemy in the Jerseys 

having received a reinforcement and made some forward 

movements, I ordered Major-General Putnam across the 

river for the immediate security of West Point, and moved 

a division of troops to this place, to be nearer that post. I 

have since come here myself, and propose to remain till the 

views of the enemy on the Jerseys are decided."?Washing 
ton to the President of Congress. 
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When at Fishkill village (fifteen miles west of the Fredericksburg head 

quarters), Washington sometimes quartered at the house of Colonel John 

Brinckerhoff. The house, which was built in 1738, is still standing, and re 

mains unaltered. It is now in the possession of Alfred White. The house 

of Colonel Derrick Brinckerhoff (a nephew of the former) was also resorted 

to by Washington. This house still remains in the Brinckerhoff family. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8. 

Visits the Hospital at the "Robinson House": "His Ex 

cellency the Commander in Chief, made a visit to our hospi 
tal ; his arrival was scarcely announced, before he presented 
himself at our doors. Dr. Williams and myself had the 

honor to wait on this great and truly good man, through the 

different wards, and to reply to his inquiries relative to the 

condition of our patients. He appeared to take a deep 
interest in the situation of the sick and wounded soldiers, 
and inquired particularly as to their treatment and comfort 

able accommodations."?Thachefs Military Journal. 

Dr. Thacher's description of the personal appearance of Washington, at 

the time of this visit to the " Robinson House" (a little below West Point, on 

the opposite or east bank of the Hudson), is well worth transcribing : " The 

personal appearance of our Commander in Chief, is that of the perfect gen 
tleman and accomplished warrior. He is remarkably tall, full six feet, erect 

and well proportioned. The strength and proportion of his joints and mus 

cles, appear to be commensurate with the preeminent powers of his mind. 

The serenity of his countenance, and majestic gracefulness of his deportment, 

impart a strong impression of that dignity and grandeur, which are his pecu 
liar characteristics, and no one can stand in his presence without feeling the 

ascendency of his mind, and associating with his countenance the idea of 

wisdom, philanthropy, magnanimity, and patriotism. There is a fine sym 

metry in the features of his face indicative of a benign and dignified spirit. 
His nose is strait, and his eyes inclined to blue. He wears his hair in a be 

coming cue, and from his forehead it is turned back and powdered in a man 

ner which adds to the military air of his appearance. He displays a native 

gravity, but devoid of all appearance of ostentation. His uniform dress is 

a blue coat, with two brilliant epaulettes, buff colored under clothes, and a 

three cornered hat with a black cockade. He is constantly equipped with 

an elegant small sword, boots and spurs, in readiness to mount his noble 

charger." 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg : " I have just received 

intelligence, bearing strong marks of authenticity, that the 
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enemy mean a total evacuation of New York. Various are 

the conjectures of their destination. I cannot think they 
mean to attempt any thing against Boston, considering the 

danger of taking a heavy fleet round Cape Cod at this ad 

vanced season."?Washington to General Heath. 

11 The enemy in reality had no designs against the French fleet at Boston, 

though it is probable they kept up an appearance of such a purpose by way 
of feint. Sir Henry Clinton wrote to Lord George Germain at this time, 

informing him that the convoy was ready, and five thousand troops would 

shortly be despatched to the West Indies, and three thousand more to 

Florida. 'With an army so much diminished at New York,'he added, 

{nothing important can be done ; especially as it is also weakened by send 

ing seven hundred men to Halifax, and three hundred to Bermuda.'"? 

Sparks, VI. 88. 

Washington returned to the Fredericksburg head-quarters about October 

9, and remained there, with the exception of a second trip to Fishkill (noted 
in his expense account), until the 28th of November, when he set out for 

Middlebrook, New Jersey. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg : Orderly Book.?" To 

Morrow being the glorious anniversary of the surrender of 

Gen1 Borgoine and his Troops to the arms of America 

under the Command of Major Gen1 Gates, it will be Com 

memorated by the firing of 13 Pieces of Cannon from the 

park of artillery at 12 o'clock." 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg : " The question of the 

Canadian expedition, in the form in which it now stands, 

appears to me one of the most interesting that has hitherto 

agitated our national deliberations."?Washington to the 

President of Congress. 

"In the autumn of this year [1778], while at Fishkill, Mr. Jay received 

a visit from General Washington, whose head-quarters were at the time in 

the adjoining county of Westchester [? Dutchess]. The object of the visit 

was a confidential conversation on a plan then before Congress, for the 

invasion of Canada the ensuing campaign, by the combined forces of the 

United States and of France. They both concurred in disapproving of the 

plan."?Life of John Jay, I. 83. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27. 

At Head-quarters, Fredericksburg : " I am upon the eve 

of my departure for winter-quarters. ... It is eleven o'clock 

at night, and I am to set out early in the morning."? 

Washington to Joseph Reed. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1. 

At Elizabethtown, New Jersey : " In arranging the winter 

quarters of the army, Gen. Washington made choice of 

Middlebrook, Somerset County, N.J., for his own head 

quarters with seven brigades, detailing the Jersey Brigade 
to occupy Elizabeth Town, as the advanced post of the 

army. This brought him on the 1st of December, to this 

town [Elizabethtown], where he remained until the morn 

ing of the 5th. In honor of his visit, a festive entertain 

ment was given, on the fourth."?HatfieWs History of Eliz 

abeth, p. 471. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7. 

At Paramus, New Jersey : "I returned to this place from 

Elizabethtown, upon hearing that the enemy had gone up 
the North River, in considerable force. Their ships pro 
ceeded as far as King's Ferry, but they yesterday fell down 

again. 
... I shall set out to-morrow for Middlebrook."? 

Washington to Governor Livingston. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12. 

At Head-quarters, Middlebrook, New Jersey : " Sir 

Harry's [Clinton] late extra man uvre up the North River 

kept me upon the march and countermarch from the 5th 

till yesterday, when I arrived at these my quarters for the 

winter, and employed too much of my attention to investi 

gate his designs, to indulge in more agreeable amuse 

ments."? Washington to Joseph Reed. 

The letter from Washington to Joseph Reed, from which the above ex 

tract is made, was written to congratulate him on his election as President 

of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13. 

At Head-quarters, Middlebrook: "I did not reach this 

place till late on the 11th, since which I have been much 

employed in attending to the dispositions for hutting the 

army."?Washington to the President of Congress. 

Washington's head-quarters, as stated by Andrew D. Mellick in his 

"Story of an Old Farm," were at the Wallace house, about four miles west 

of Middlebrook, on ground now in Somerville, the county-seat of Somerset 

County, New Jersey; the house is still standing. General Knox had his 

quarters at Pluckamin, six miles to the north of the Wallace house, where 

his artillery brigade was comfortably hutted. The main body of the army 
was located near to Middlebrook, or Bound Brook as it is more generally 
called. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21. 
/ 

At Head-quarters, Middlebrook : " 
Congress having been 

pleased to require my attendance at Philadelphia for a few 

days the immediate command of the Troops at this place 
will devolve upon your Lordship."?Washington to Lord 

Stirling. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22. 

At Philadelphia : " Last Tuesday [December 22] George 

Washington, esq., commander in chief of the army of the 

United States arrived here [Philadelphia]. Too great for 

pomp, and as if fond of the plain and respectable rank of a 

free and independent citizen, his excellency came in so late 

in the day as to prevent the Philadelphia, troop of militia 

lighthorse, gentlemen, officers of the militia, and others of 

this city, from shewing those marks of unfeigned regard for 

this good and great man, which they fully intended, and 

especially of receiving him at his entrance into the State, 
and escorting him hither."?Pennsylvania Evening Post, De 

cember 28, 1778. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24. 

At Philadelphia : In attendance on Congress, and is in 

formed from the chair, that Congress had directed his at 

tendance 
" in order, among other things, to confer with him 
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on the operations of the next campaign, and that a com 

mittee will be appointed for that purpose." On the same 

day receives and answers an address from the Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28. 

At Philadelphia : Present at the celebration of the festival 

of St. John the Evangelist by the " Most ancient and wor 

shipful Society of Free and accepted Masons," being hon 

ored with the chief place in the procession, supported on his 

right by the Grand Master, and on his left by the Deputy 
Grand Master. In the sermon preached in Christ Church, 
on this occasion, by the Rev. Brother William Smith, D.D., 

Washington was alluded to as the Cincinnatus of America. 

On the following day, December 29, Washington was waited 
on by the magistrates of Philadelphia, with an address, 

which he answered. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Philadelphia : " This will be accompanied by a letter 

from Congress, which will inform you, that a certain expe 

dition, after a full consideration of all circumstances, has 

been laid aside."?Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

The " certain expedition" was the invasion of Canada by the combined 

forces, naval and military, of France and the United States, which had 

been advanced and strongly advocated by Lafayette. The scheme met the 

approbation of a large majority in Congress, but Washington opposed it, 
and the committee appointed on the 24th to confer with him reported 

against it. The report was approved by Congress, and the President was 

instructed to write to Lafayette, who was about returning to France on a 

visit. The marquis sailed from Boston January 11, 1779. The letters, 

however, did not reach him before his departure, so that he went to France 

without being informed of the decision of Congress. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30. 

At Philadelphia : " If I was to be called upon to draw a 

picture of the times and of Men, from what I have seen, 
and heard, and in part know, I should in one word say that 

idleness, dissipation & extravagance seems to have laid fast 

hold of most of them.?That speculation?peculation?and 
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an insatiable thirst for riches seems to have got the better 

of every other consideration and almost of every order of 

Men.?That party disputes and personal quarrels are the 

great business of the day whilst the momentous concerns of 

an empire?a great and accumulated debt?ruined finances 

?depreciated money?and want of credit (which in their 

consequences is the want of everything) are but secondary 
considerations and postponed from day to day?from week 

to week as if our affairs wear the most promising aspect? 
after drawing this picture, which from my Soul I believe to 

be a true one, I need not repeat to you that I am alarmed 

and wish to see my Countrymen roused."?Washington to 

Benjamin Harrison. 

Note to June 28, p. 352.?" Gen1 Lee had considerable military knowl 

edge & did very well on a small scale?but I have no doubt that whenever 

any thing on a very large scale struck him, that a partial Lunacy took 

place. His behaviour this morning [June 28] discovered this state of 

mind, which might have been increased from the peculiarity of his situa 

tion, and his exalted Ideas of the prowess of british Troops. In the midst 

of the Engagement, he rode up to a L* Coll. of my acquaintance who had a 

single field piece firing and called to him, 
* Coll. have you seen any thing 

improper in my Conduct this morning ?' the Coll. (who had been conscious 

of something wrong in the Gen1 all the morning, yet not choosing to ac 

knowledge it) answered, 'no by no means'?'well then' said the General, 
* do you remember that. 

' Such an Extraordinary Question from a Com 

mander in Chief of a division, under such Extraordinary Circumstances, is 

full proof that he must have felt something unusual in himself. The Issue 

was that he was beat, and had not Gen1 Washington have come up in a 

lucky moment & turned the fortune of the day, it might have been fatal to 

America."?MS. of Elias Boudinot. 

(To be continued.) 
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